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created a scandal and was brought before the High
Court of Brabant. This court took part with the
rebellious Hanseatic, with the result that the autho-
rities of the factory were forbidden, under the most
heavy penalties, to take any action against him.
They were even threatened with the loss of all their
privileges.

Such incidents, and a number of others like them,
presaged a catastrophe at a time not too far distant.
But circumstances unconnected with the factory
rendered its position still more difficult and precarious
and hastened its fate.

Chief among these external causes was the war
between England and Spain ; the war whose
chief incident was the destruction of the great
Spanish Armada by the force of the elements, which
ranged themselves on the side of the English
Queen. This war, which made the navigation
of the seas unsafe, was of course a most serious
interruption to trade. Nor did the destruction of
the Armada bring peace to the Hansa. Besides
this there had broken forth in the Netherlands
the great revolt in the cause of freedom against
the ecclesiastical and civil despotism of Philip II.,
which was permanently to change the whole state of
that corner of Europe, and which for the time being
absolutely extinguished all trade by sea or land.
Glorious as these events proved for the cause of liberty
and of freedom of thought, they were disastrous to
the League. Each of the militant nations interdicted
it from all relation with the other, and security for
commerce was of course quite at an end.